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In Neo-Platonism from a single ineffable centre of Light,
rays are shot out to an indefinite distance into the surrounding
darkness.    It is evident, therefore, that at no definite point can
Evil or Sin be said to have suddenly entered the world.    In
this system, accordingly, there can be nothing catastrophic like
the  Fall  of   Man,   which   in   Christianity  resulted   from   a
momentary and conscious act of the will in choosing evil rather
than good; at most there can only be a greater or lesser admix-
ture of the rays of light with the darkness which surrounds them,
and which makes itself felt the more, the farther the distance
from their source.     Evil,  in consequence, enters softly and
imperceptibly like the gradual passage of noon into evening
and  evening  into  twilight and  night,    The problem  of  re-
demption,  accordingly,  in  this  system  consists not  in  any
sudden  right-about-face   of   the   heart   and  wi'l   as   in   the
6 conversion. *   of  Christianity,   but  in  getting  hold of those
enfeebled rays which, farthest from their source, are sunk and
embedded in the  darkness of the material world around us,
holding on to these until by thought and abstraction we climb
successively through  their  vital  principles   or  souls   to   the
invisible, archetypal ideas and  principles at  their  core (the
farthest point that can be reached by conscious thought), and
then by asceticism, mortification, and subjugation of the body,
so etherealizing  the  soul  as  to  reach that  state of ecstasy
through which alone a glimpse may be had of the ineffable
Centre of Light itself.

And now if we substitute for this Neo-Platonic principle of
Emanation, the Gnostic principle of Generation from male and
female opposites, it is evident that in the normal process of
generation Evil could not enter at all, for what is bred of the
pure elements must always be pure and true. It is also evident
that if evil did enter, it must enter by some flaw in the process
of generation; and moreover it must enter as in Christianity
suddenly at the point where the flaw in generation occurs, and
not, as in Neo-Platonism, gradually and imperceptibly from the